
2023 ANNUAL REPORT 





CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

PAGE 4

IMPACT

PAGE 5

EDUCATION

PAGE 8

PARTNERS

PAGE 11

GIVING CIRCLES

PAGE 14

TRUSTEES

PAGE 19

FINANCIALS

PAGE 23

1 2 3 4 5 6



I hope this message finds you in good health and high spirits. As we reflect on the 
transformations within our community and the strides we’ve made together, I am 
reminded of the remarkable power of collective action.

As the Board President of the AORN Foundation, I have witnessed the incredible impact 
of your support on the perioperative nursing profession. My tenure as President, which 
concluded in 2023, was a time of significant advancement and heartfelt engagement. 
Although I have passed the presidential torch to Martha Stratton, I remain deeply 
committed to our mission and am thrilled to support her leadership as we forge ahead.

In the last year alone, your generosity has empowered 107 outstanding nurses and 
nursing students with academic scholarships, 120 nurses received Professional 
Development Grants for assistance in CNOR, CSSM, and CNAMB certification, 733 
membership grants were provided to support professional development, 178 Expo 
attendees received financial assistance for their attendance. As a part of providing support 
through these impactful programs, the AORN Foundation also strives to embrace diversity 
in our missional work.  In 2023 one way we delivered on this commitment was by ensuring 
scholarships and grants awarded to people of color aligned with the diversity rate of 
AORN’s membership.  

These achievements are not just numbers – they represent lives touched, careers shaped, 
and patient outcomes improved. They are a testament to what we can accomplish when 
we come together with a shared vision for patient and workplace safety.

Your commitment to the AORN Foundation is more than a gift – it is a legacy that fosters 
excellence in nursing and safeguards countless lives. I extend my most sincere thanks to 
you for uplifting the perioperative nursing profession. With your continued support, we 
can build new communities and validate the crucial role nurses play in healthcare.

With warm regards and deep gratitude,

Larry Asplin, MSN, RN, CSSM(E), CNOR(E), FAORN

INTRODUCTION

On behalf of the AORN Foundation, I want to express my deepest appreciation 
to our industry partners, chapters, and individual donors. Your unwavering 
support throughout 2023 has been instrumental in our success.

Perioperative nurses are essential to patient safety and improved patient 
outcomes. Their dedication to fostering a safe environment, continuous 
learning, and patient advocacy is truly remarkable. The AORN Foundation 
recognizes their vital role and is committed to empowering them through 
education and research initiatives.

Thanks to your generosity, we were able to provide critical programs and 
resources for nurses at all career stages. These resources helped them 
achieve their professional goals while maintaining the highest standards of 
patient care. For over three decades, our partnership with donors and nurses 
has been the driving force behind elevating patient and workplace safety in 
the operating room.

This annual report reflects what we have accomplished together. However, 
your continued support is essential as we strive to expand our reach and 
impact. I encourage you to consider making a meaningful difference by 
donating to the AORN Foundation in honor of AORN’s 75th Anniversary. 
Your gift will directly empower perioperative nurses and nurse leaders to 
continue their pursuit of excellence.

Together, we can ensure a future where skilled and compassionate 
perioperative nurses continue to deliver exceptional care.

With sincere gratitude,

Linda Groah, MSN, RN, CNOR, NEA-BC, FAAN

AORN, INC.
MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In 1991, the AORN Foundation was established as the non-profit philanthropic arm of AORN to support nurses through education, research, and patient safety initiatives. Over the past 
thirty years, generous donations have enabled the Foundation to help tens of thousands of nurses achieve professional goals through several types of funding opportunities, including 
nearly 3,000 academic scholarships totaling more than $3,500,000. In addition, the AORN Foundation supports nurses through professional development grants, educational events 
and resources. Each of these impactful programs are made possible with the help of individuals, chapters, and corporations coming together to assist nurses in all phases of their 
professional development, supporting safe surgery for every patient, every time.

https://hub.aorn.org/donate
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When we support the 
dreams and goals of 
nurses, they remain 
passionate about 
providing the quality 
patient care that 
saves lives.

IMPACT



IMPACT

Perioperative nurses have chosen a 

challenging specialty. Whether their focus 

is pre-, intra-, or post-operative care, 

rapid advancements in technology and 

new findings in research are ongoing and 

require frequent changes in processes, 

policies, and evidence-based practice 

standards. To be successful, OR nurses 

must commit to lifelong learning and, 

thanks to the support of our donors, the 

AORN Foundation funds educational 

webinars, live events, scholarships, and 

grants to help assure their continued 

proficiency in providing safe care to their 

surgical patients.

In 2023, the AORN Foundation continued 

to influence the practice of thousands 

of perioperative nurses in every facility 

type when AORN subject matter experts 

brought the evidence-based Guidelines 

for Perioperative Practice to life in the 

presentation of Guidelines Workshops, 

Live and Virtual Events, and Webinars.
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EDUCATION

When we fund education 
for nurses, we make it 
possible for them to 
practice at their highest 
degree of competence 
and confidence on 
behalf of their 
patients and as 
valuable members 
of the surgical team.



120
nurses received Professional Development Grants for 
assistance in CNOR, CSSM, and CNAMB certification

107
outstanding nursing students were awarded academic 

scholarships for the 2023-2024 school year

membership grants were provided to support  
professional development

733

Creating lifelong learning opportunities for perioperative nurses is crucial 

to the future of the profession and the patients they care for every day.  

The AORN Foundation provides these opportunities through funding the 

development of educational events, tool kits and safety programs for the 

perioperative community as well as through supporting individual nurses 

with academic scholarships and professional certification grants.  Each 

program funded is focused on helping nurses maintain evidence-based 

knowledge and competencies for providing safe and quality care. 

“Receiving this scholarship means the world to 
me, as it will greatly alleviate the financial burden 
of pursuing my nursing degree. I have always 
been passionate about healthcare and helping 
others, and this scholarship will enable me to 
focus on my studies and clinical experiences 
without the added stress of financial constraints.

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to 
the entire scholarship committee for recognizing 
my potential and investing in my future. Your 
generosity and support not only provided me 
with a tremendous opportunity but have also 
reaffirmed my commitment to making a positive 
impact in the field of nursing.

I am excited to embark on this educational journey and am eager to learn from 
experienced professionals in the nursing field. With this scholarship, I will be able 
to fully immerse myself in my studies, participate in extracurricular activities, and 
engage in community service initiatives that will further enhance my skills and 
knowledge.

Once again, I cannot thank you enough for this incredible opportunity. I am truly 
grateful for your belief in me and for your commitment to supporting aspiring nurses 
like me. I promise to work diligently and strive for excellence in my academic pursuits, 
and I hope to one day give back to the nursing community as you have done for me.”

Taylor-Rose Greasley 2023 – 2024 Academic Scholarship Recipient

IN SUMMARY

grants were awarded to assist nurses with the 
expense of traveling to Expo.

178

EDUCATION
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When the AORN 
Foundation supports 
perioperative nurses 
in their education 
and professional 
development, we are 
enabling safe surgical 
care for you, your 
family and friends, 
and your community.

INDUSTRY PARTNERS



In 1991, Industry representatives asked AORN Executive Director Lola Fehr 
if there was any way they might support the mission of AORN. In response, 
then President Jean Reeder worked with the board of directors to identify 
how to build a collaboration with Industry that would support the education 
and professional growth of nurses and better ensure safe patient care. Little 
did they know, by forming the AORN Foundation in response to Industry’s 
request, they would have a lasting impact on the professional development of 
thousands of nurses. 

Today, thanks to the incredible community of Industry partners who value 
the Foundation’s work to empower perioperative nurses in clinical practice, 
professional development, and their emotional well-being, we can assure the 
advancement of the perioperative profession and patient safety. Together, we 
can change lives.

EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE
At this annual event, perioperative nurse executives gather to discuss critical 
issues with the goal of advancing best practices and improving surgical 
policies that are common to all surgical settings. This is accomplished through 
presentations from thought-leaders and work group discussions on solutions 
to barriers facing patient care and efficient processes and systems.  Generously 
sponsored by 3M, Johnson & Johnson and Stryker. 

GUIDELINES WORKSHOPS SERIES
Guidelines workshops offer educational events in 6 cities around the country. 
Through a combination of didactic and hands-on learning experiences, nurses 
were able to connect evidence-based recommendations into practice on topics 
important to patient and workplace safety. Supported by The AORN Foundation 
and Pfiedler Education.

AORN CENTER OF EXCELLENCE IN SURGICAL SAFETY
The AORN Go Clear Award Program – a comprehensive surgical smoke-free 
recognition program – Sponsored by Medtronic through the AORN Foundation.

The AORN Center of Excellence in Surgical Safety: Prevention of RSI – a 
complimentary education and recognition program for perioperative teams – 
Sponsored by Stryker through the AORN Foundation

“The AORN Foundation plays a pivotal role in advancing perioperative practice 
and patient safety by empowering nurses to harness the power of education 
and research, which will significantly impact patient outcomes. The foundation’s 
partnerships with medical device companies to sponsor the AORN Center of 
Excellence in Surgical Safety programs validates their genuine commitment to 
upholding excellence in perioperative practice. Being recognized as one of the 
recipients of the Center of Excellence in Surgical Safety: RSI Prevention designation, 
our team is grateful for the amazing opportunity to experience the evidence-based 
program that the organization funded. It facilitated interprofessional collaboration 
and bolstered the surgical team’s competence in combating RSIs. Truly, the AORN 
Foundation continues to be a steadfast force that unlocks remarkable opportunities 
for the perioperative nursing community.” 

—Ray Talatala, MAN, MN, RN, CNOR, DNP candidate
Nurse Educator Lv. II, Perioperative Services
Assistant Coordinator, Nurse Residency Program
NYC Health and Hospitals/Bellevue

MATCHED GIVING
For more than 10 years Owens & Minor has donated to the Foundation’s 
annual matched giving campaigns by matching up to $30,000 of donations. 
Mölnlycke provided funding to support a matched giving campaign during 
the AORN Global Surgical Conference and Expo 2023 in San Antonio to help 
encourage donations at the event.

INDUSTRY PARTNERS

Thank you to every industry partner who supports the work of the AORN Foundation.  Your collaboration is an 
opportunity to demonstrate your commitment to perioperative nurses and their critical role in patient and workplace 

safety - you are appreciated.  A complete list of 2023 Corporate Partners can be found here. 
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GIVING CIRCLES

When we understand 
and respond to 
the challenges 
and opportunities 
nurses face, we build 
community vitality 
that enriches the 
nursing profession.



Year after year our mission and impact are fueled by the generosity of our donors. Many of you are perioperative 
nurses, were perioperative nurses, or were cared for by a perioperative nurse.  It is thanks to you that the AORN 
Foundation continues to deliver on its mission. Your donations are and will always be so greatly appreciated.

BENEFACTORS
Terry Boersma
Lauryl Boyum
James Cousin
Stephanie Davis
Anne Fairchild
Linda Groah
Charlotte Guglielmi 
Pat Mews 
Joan Spear
Romie Villanueva
Patrick Voight

ENDOWMENTS
3M Health Care Endowed Scholarship
AORN of E-Chapter Endowed Scholarship
San Antonio Chapter 4409 Roland “Danny” Castillo 
Endowed Scholarship Fund
Baker Family Research Endowment
Bramhall Education Grant Endowment 
Buffalo Filter Endowed Scholarship
George HW Bush Endowed Scholarship
William A. Clarke Endowed Scholarship
Competency & Credentialing Institute Scholarship
Michael Corley Memorial Endowed Scholarship
Maxine Darling Endowed Scholarship
Barba Edwards Endowed Scholarship
Golden Gavel Endowed Scholarship
Paula R Graling Endowed Nursing Scholarship
Halyard Health Endowed Scholarship
Louisiana State Council Endowed Scholarship
Medtronic Endowed Scholarship
Owens & Minor by AORN of Richmond Endowed 
Scholarship
Pfister/Kneedler Endowed Scholarship
Jane Rothrock Endowed Scholarship
Dennis R. Scanlan, Jr. Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Patricia Seifert Endowed Scholarship
Ruth Shumaker Endowed Scholarship
Ruth Shumaker Education Grant Endowment
Joan Spear Education Endowed Scholarship
Wyman and Millie Stackhouse Memorial Scholarship
Mrs. Theresa A. (Matus) Syslo ‘60 Endowed Nursing 
Scholarship
Texas State Council Endowed Scholarship
Carol Tyler Endowed Scholarship
Brenda Ulmer Endowed Scholarship
Nathalie and George Walker Endowed Scholarship
Chen and Yuan Endowed Scholarship Fund

NAMED SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS
3M Medical Solutions Academic Scholarship
AORN Foundation Academic Scholarship
AORN Foundation Nurse Support Academic Scholarship
AORN of Baltimore #2101 Academic Scholarship
AORN of Connecticut Shoreline Academic Scholarship
AORN of Richmond Chapter Academic Scholarship
AORN Virginia Council Scholarship
Peggy Camp Memorial Scholarship
Competency & Credentialing Institute Scholarship
Barba Edwards Academic Scholarship
The Ethicon Scholarship Fund for Perioperative Nurses 
of Color 
Linda Groah Scholarship
Integra Foundation Scholarship
M. Claire Plourde Massachusetts Chapter I Academic 
Scholarship
Gene Robinson Educational Scholarship
Irma Rozek Scholarship
Dan Sandel Family Foundation Scholarship
Wyman and Millie Stackhouse Memorial Scholarship
Cary Thomas Memorial Educational Scholarship
Elaine Thomson Keith Memorial Scholarship
Wiley Scholarship

INDIVIDUAL SUSTAINING DONORS
Larry Asplin
Ralph Basile
Jessica Gruendler
Charlotte Guglielmi
Sara Katsh
Anne Kochevar
Terri Link
Carlene MacMillan
Kathleen Maloney
Emily O’Connell
JoAnne Oliver-Coleman
Colette Palmer
Lisa Spruce
Andrea Steele
Tommy Stewart
Vicki Batson
Julie Cahn
Claire Everson
Sheila Grumbach
Cynthia Spry
Sunday Swymer
Bonnie Vencill
Stella Yau
 
CHAPTER SUSTAINING DONORS
AORN of Gulf Coast Florida
AORN of Los Angeles
AORN Mass Chap 1
AORN of Middlesex
AORN of Middle Tennessee
AORN Northwest Suburban Chicago Chapter

SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION DONATE NOW

https://hub.aorn.org/donate


TRIBUTE GIFTS

Sheila Allen
Carol Devlin

Carol Applegeet
Lola Fehr

Larry Asplin
Anne Fairchild
Jennifer Patton

David Bachman
Penelope Haviland 

Brian Baker
Anita Shoup

Joy Don Baker
Carol Applegeet

Susan Bakewell
Marie Barrentine

Robyn Begley
Laurie Benson

Vicky Biscarra
Romie Villanueva 

Jay Bowers
Charlotte Guglielmi

Maxine Brown
Ruth Kindle

Russell Lee Brown
Maria Krajewska-Brown 

Karen Viola Buekers
Patricia Fritz 

Peggy Camp
Sharon Luhrs 

Doris Chalfante
Sharon McNamara 

Stephanie Cigna
Kristy Wheeler

Grace Copeland 
Lucia Lewis 

Josephine Davies 
Cheryl Quijano

Patsy Davis
Sharon McNamara

DCCC Perioperative Nursing 
Faculty
Jacqueline Bak

Vangie Dennis
Sharon McNamara
Anne Fairchild
Vicki Barnett

Silvia Durrence
Rebecca Davis

Nena Dy
Romie Villanueva 

Sherri Dye
AORN Greater KC Chapter

Bill Duffy
Sharon McNamara

Carol Duit
Julie Sturbaum

Deborah Marie Ebert
Darlene Murdock

Barbara Edwards
Joshua McCarroll

Percy Edwards
Karen White-Edwards 

Anne Fairchild
Jennifer Patton

Jennifer Fencl
Carol Applegeet

Lisa Finch
Sharon McNamara

Margaret Fleischauer
Sharon McNamara

Terri Goodman
Carol Applegeet

Paula Graling
Carol Applegeet

Linda Groah
Lola Fehr
Sheri Voss
David Wyatt

Charlotte Guglielmi
Carol Applegeet
Sharon McNamara

Adam Gutt
Stephanie Barman
Sara Booth

Katherine Halverson-Carpenter
Carol Applegeet

Judy Hawrysko
Angela Shattuck

Ann Healy
Sharon McNamara

Brian Hensell 
Mary Hensell 

Lee Ho
Romie Villanueva 

Christopher Hudgins
Hung-Fu Lin 

Mary Johnson
Catherine Sweeney

Jeffrey Keane
Sharon McNamara

Jan Kelly
Marcia Peterson

Rose Khu
Romie Villanueva 

Cecil King
Renae Battie

Kristen Kraus
Kristy Wheeler

Mary Lopez
Sharon McNamara

Anne Medlin
Martha Stratton

Stewart Medlin
Sheri Voss
Julie Greenhalgh 
Joanne Oliver-Coleman
Patricia Moody 
Larry Asplin
Julie Roth 
David Reinhart 

Marvin Mews
Patricia Mews

Ida Mullan
Susan Pepin

Heidi Nanavati
Megan Nolan
Rebecca Vortman

Louise and Edward Nicolette
Lillian Nicolette

Joan Oliver-Coleman
Leah Goldberg 
Daphny Peneza

Yvonne Ontiveros
Catherine Badgley 

Cynthia Pendley
Sunday Swymer 
AORN Gulf Coast Chapter

Tracey Penaloza
Kristy Wheeler

Daphny Peneza
Carol Applegeet

Fred Perry
Candace Scheresky

Carol Peterson
Sharon Giarrizzo-Wilson 

Leslie Petruzzelli 
Sharon McNamara

Elizabeth Pincus
Vicki Barnett

Janett Propst
AORN Greater KC Chapter

Jean Reeder
Carol Applegeet

Judy Reese
AORN of South Jersey



Susan Riddleberg
Kristy Wheeler

Jamie Ridout
Sharon McNamara

Madeline Rivera
Denise Wong

Susan Robbins
AORN Greater KC Chapter

Carol Roush
Karen Morrow
Deborah Weston

Cheryl San Ramon Quijano
Odina Juhasz

Dr. Jack Sarles
Kikumi Sarles 

Margi Scott
Sonja Chambers

Ruth Shumaker
Holly Ervine

Kathryn Schroeter
Carol Applegeet

Patricia Seifert
Susan Sargent 
Carol Applegeet
Lady Sue Bell

Patricia Spongberg
Kristie Koepplin

Liam St. John
Kristy Wheeler

Elaine Sturgis
Kathleen Law

Victoria Steelman
Carol Applegeet
Daphny Peneza

Bev Stiles
Kristy Wheeler

Elaine Sturgis
Susan Glass

Janine Sturman
Rebecca Davis

Robert Sullivan
John Sullivan

Tamara Tate
Tracy Narcisse

Shruti Thomas
Kristy Wheeler

Elaine Thomson Keith
Carol Applegeet

Jerry Turner
Kristy Wheeler

Carol Tyler
Carol Applegeet

Brenda Ulmer
Carol Applegeet

Diane Ulses
Ashley Shaw

Geetha Uppin
Chinyere Onwumelu

V. Doreen Wagner
Carol Applegeet

George Walker
Francis and Natalie Weeks

Alice Wampole
Tressa Gill

Karolina Wiech
Denise Wong

Ann Williams
Sharon McNamara 

Valla Zentner 
Tressa Gill

Complete list of 2023 donors 
can be found here.

https://www.aorn.org/docs/aornfoundationlibraries/default-document-library/foundation/about-us/foundation-giving-circles-071024.pdf
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Together we changed 
the lives of nurses 
and, empowered, 
those nurses changed 
the lives of 
their patients.

TRUSTEES



Dear Members of the AORN Foundation Community,

As members of the Board of Trustees, we are grateful to the many 

individuals and corporations that enable the Foundation to influence 

the quality of nursing care for surgical patients. 

To the Foundation Team and AORN Board of Directors: For 

the last year, with competence and energy, you have gracefully met 

with new obstacles and challenges of the times, in nursing care. In 

a landscape that continues to shift by the day, and under persistent 

responsibilities and pressures, you maintained our prioritization of 

advancing nursing education and patient safety. Thank you for your 

exemplary stewardship, hard work, and vision.

To our Giving Circles and Individual Donors: In all our lives, there 

are many fine causes and organizations representing people in need 

that are deserving of your support. We greatly appreciate that you 

value the Foundation as worthy of your attention and contributions. 

We are proud of our influence and recognize we owe our success to 

you. Thank you.

To our Industry Partners and Corporate Sponsors: Your support 

means the world to us and to the thousands of nurses who strive 

every day to keep their surgical patients safe. We know you are there 

for us and for them. Thank you. 

To our AORN Membership Chapters and State Councils: We 

admire and appreciate your perseverance in perioperative nursing 

and, above and beyond those responsibilities, we value you for 

the personal time you put in as association volunteers and the 

many ways you find to support your fellow nurses through your 

fundraising efforts. Thank you.

Sincerely,

The AORN Foundation Board of Trustees

President
Larry Asplin,  MSN, RN, CSSM(E),  
CNOR(E), FAORN
Director, Surgery
CentraCare Health: St. Cloud Hospital

Treasurer
Stephanie Davis, MSHA, RN, CNOR, CSSM
Independent Consultant

Lauryl Boyum 
Sr. Director US Surgical Marketing
Medtronics

Vice President
Bryan Burrs
Ethicon Energy Platform Leader,
US Marketing, Johnson & Johnson

Tracy Black
Vice President Marketing-United States and 
Canada
3M Medical Solutions Division

Donald Brandt
Director, US Hospital Marketing
Intuitive Surgical

THE AORN FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES



Linda Groah, MSN, RN, CNOR, 
NEA-BC, FAAN
Executive Director/CEO
AORN, Inc.
(Ex-officio)

Joan Spear, MBA, RN, CNOR
Independent Consultant
Aesculap, USA

Charlotte Guglielmi, MA, BSN, RN, CNOR, 
FAORN
Clinical Manager of Perioperative Education
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center

Martha Stratton, MSN, MHSA, RN, CNOR, 
CSSM, NEA-C
Director, Interim Surgical Services 
HealthTrust Workforce Solutions

Anne Fairchild, MS, BSN, RN, CNOR, CSS-
M(e)
CEO
Vanguard Enterprises, LLC

Brandon Jominy
Vice President & General Manager
Stryker Surgical

Dan Voecks
Independent Consultant

Eric Farrell
Sr. Director Marketing
Stryker, Sage Products

Jeanne Marie Leahy
Vice President, Marketing
Mölnlycke
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FINANCIALS

Your Dollars at Work

We spend every day working to 
deliver on our mission, and we are 
grateful for the participation of 
individuals, corporations, chapters, 
and partners who share our 
commitment to supporting nurses 
through education, research, and 
patient safety initiatives. In turn, we 
are equally committed to the careful 
and responsible management of 
all contributions by keeping our 
expenses down.

As this graph depicts, in 2023 
$0.83 of every dollar was directly 
invested in programs for nurses 
while fundraising costs and general 
administrative expenses were held 
to 17 percent. 

2023 audited financials can be 
found here. 

AORN Foundation
2170 South Parker Rd, Suite 400
Denver CO 80231
Colette Palmer, Director 
Foundation@AORN.org

9%

8%

83%

Fundraising

Programs & Services

Management & General 

EXPENSES BY CATEGORY

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:e10c7703-2f6a-4a36-a885-2b209c3a47bf


AORN Foundation
2170 South Parker Rd, Suite 400
Denver CO 80231
Colette Palmer, Director 
Foundation@AORN.org

Support the Foundation DONATE NOW

https://hub.aorn.org/donate

